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Faith, hope, love available to all

By the REV. RHETT BAIRD

There is no symbol more universal than a newborn child. 

Every person who experiences the image of a baby in the manger this time of year either is a child now or was a child earlier in life. Either way, the image of the baby speaks a universal language. 

It invites us to reach back and remember, as far back as we can. Somebody loved us, somewhere along the way. 

We can’t survive without love. We can’t thrive without love. 

We all relate to the image of a newborn baby and its total dependence on other people. The presence of a newborn calls forth love and affection, care and attention. 

The baby in the manger reminds us of the central importance of love in the human experience. It is also a reminder of the ever-present and ever-needed availability of human hope. 

And so, as we find ways in our lives for faith to join hope and love, we are connecting with a kind of trinity that sustains, enriches and enlarges our engagement with life around us and life within us. Faith, hope and love are available to all of us, any time, any place. 

These three transcend all barriers, all differences, all degrees of the particular. Faith, hope and love are at once personal and universal. 

In this same spirit, generosity and gratitude are available to us all, at will. These life-enhancing traits are instantly and always available to us because of our humanity. 

The season invites the repair of relationships. The human journey for all of us is about relationships, and beginning, building and nurturing those relationships. 

We sometimes experience a fracture or break in a relationship, and it takes courage and compassion to begin to rebuild a relationship that has been broken or damaged. This is a season to imagine the possibility of repair and wholeness again. 

Every person reading this column can think of a valued relationship that could be strengthened with some intentional acts of care and a genuine gesture of forgiveness or seeking forgiveness. Relationships need intentional acts of care if they are to flourish and thrive. 

When I considered all of my Christmases as far back as I can remember, it is the singing and hearing of Christmas carols that, for me, evoke the mood of Christmas and the spirit and sense of the season. I remember my mom and her four sisters gathering around the piano and leading the family in singing Christmas carols. 

I also remember that when I was very small, a group came to our door and sang Christmas carols. We lived in an apartment, and everyone came out to experience the gift of singing. 

I remember the power of the carols being sung. There was something truly magical about the experience. And hearing the carols sung 60 years later evokes the aura of that special time and place. 

The two dominant seasonal moods called forth by the caroling are memory and hope. Memories of Christmases past, as a child, filled with delight and anticipation. And the renewed sense of hopefulness that with each new generation, with each new child born, that maybe, just maybe, this new generation can do a better job than the previous ones of creating communities of fairness and justice where love and respect are as much a part of the human landscape as the air and sky, the grass and the trees. 

We all carry stories that seem to come alive at this time of year. Some make us glad; others make us sad. Some even inspire us. Some are personal. Some are given to us; others we discover. Some we create and carry, others we leave by the wayside. 

Codes of connection are waiting to be seen, to be shared, called forth by our memory and our sense of hope. 

I am glad and proud that High Street Church has a long tradition in this community of offering two important kinds of public ministry at this time of year. 

One is the annual Winter Solstice service, facilitated by High Street’s president, Beth Collins, and her husband, Bob Farquhar, on Tuesday at 7 p.m., the longest night of the year. The other is our traditional Christmas Eve service, facilitated by the Rev. E. Arlen Goff, High Street’s teaching minister in residence, Friday at 7 p.m. 

All are welcome to both. Merry Christmas and a very happy New Year! 
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