An open letter to Muslims  
By RHETT D. BAIRD - Special to The Telegraph 
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Dear Muslims of Middle Georgia:

I want you to know that as the minister of the High Street Unitarian Universalist Church, I value, cherish and celebrate your presence in your chosen community of Macon and Middle Georgia. At a time when there seems to be growing tension in the public square on the subject of religion, it feels important to me as a minister in this community to try to find words to express my personal appreciation to each of you for your important contribution to the richness of the fabric and life of our shared community. 

In the spring of 2005, I was installed as the settled minister of High Street Church. Prior to that event, I sought out the president of the Islamic Center of Middle Georgia and invited him, along with several other religious and community leaders, to be a part of the installation service at High Street Church. 

Dr. Ahmed Yousef responded enthusiastically. On the day of this important occasion in the life of our congregation, he and his family, along with many other members of the Islamic Center of Middle Georgia, arrived at High Street Church, ready to participate in the service.

At the appointed moment in the service, Dr. Yousef brought words of welcome to me, read from the Holy Qur’an and presented me with a plaque engraved with words honoring the occasion. That plaque hangs on the wall in my study at the church. 

My memories of that very special gesture of welcome from one faith tradition to another are carefully engraved in my mind and heart. My copy of the Holy Qur’an has a revered place in my personal library at my home.

Since that spring and that important connection between our two faith communities, each year members of High Street Church and the Islamic Center of Middle Georgia have worked together as volunteers laboring in the “Rebuilding Together” program to refurbish the home of a low income family or individual.

It has been deeply painful to read, listen to and watch some of the recent news reports of ill-founded, negative generalizations and expressions of fear related to the Islamic faith. 

I am very aware that there are more than 1 billion faithful and devout and peace-loving Muslims all over the world. And I also know that at every hour of every day, somewhere on Earth, there are Muslims who are gathering for prayer, as each of the faithful does five times each day. 

I have a deep appreciation of how the ritual of such daily prayer shapes the life of every Muslim.

You have my greatest regard, respect, compassion and care for your religious community. Please count me as a friend of your faith and call on me if I can ever be of help in any way. 

Thank you for being a part of Macon and Middle Georgia. We are a stronger and more vibrant community because of your presence.

Rev. Rhett D. Baird is minister for High Street Unitarian Universalist Church in Macon. 



Read more: http://www.macon.com/2010/09/19/1268506/an-open-letter-to-muslims.html#ixzz0zz7q1qs6
