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Eighteen days after the inauguration of the first black president of the United States, we are surrounded by history. 

In February, we celebrate the 100th anniversary of the NAACP, the 104th anniversary of the first Rotary Club meeting, and the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln, George Washington and Charles Darwin. Each of these events represents an affirmation of the human spirit and promotes the common good, as called for by President Obama. 

As a volunteer reader with my church’s social responsibility program, Jan. 20, just before the swearing in, I was in a classroom with kindergarten students watching them watch Obama. 

The teacher had provided the students with an outline picture of the president’s face. I watched the students choose the brown crayon that matched the color of Obama’s skin, and their own, and color his face as they watched him being installed as president. Being in this room was almost as powerful as being in Washington. 

As I was leaving, I noticed a sign outside one of the rooms. It read, “Class of 2020.” I stopped in my tracks. It took me a while to figure out that the “Class of 2020” was today’s first-graders! What a powerful statement of hope, expectation and belief in every student in that class. 

I found myself so drawn to the power of that sign and its affirmation of each child that I was even more committed to finding a way to do my part to insure that every child was both challenged and encouraged to live out the expectation of that sign. 

For me, the unspoken messages to the students were: “We care about you,” “We expect you to do your best” and “We will do our best to help you.” 

Later this month, I will join other members of the Macon Rotary Club who will go to all 26 elementary schools in the Bibb County school system and present a gift of a dictionary to each of the 2,000 fifth-grade students. We will share a message about the power of words and ideas and the importance of reading, as well as information about Rotary International’s 104th anniversary, its 1.2 million members in 200 countries worldwide and its work for the common good. 

Speaking of the common good, I invite you to join me in celebrating the 100th anniversary of the NAACP, founded Feb. 12, 1909. I am proud to claim my membership in this historic civil rights group and support its important work. 

When the U.S. Postal Service issues a new series of stamps Feb. 12 honoring civil rights pioneers, it will include Unitarian Mary White Ovington (1865-1951), a white woman from New York who was one of the early founders of the NAACP, and a lifelong leader, worker and supporter of the organization; and the Rev. John Haynes Holmes (1879-1964), minister of the Community Church (Unitarian) in New York, who was also among the original signers of the organizational call. The NAACP for 100 years has been comprised of “people of all races, nationalities and faiths united behind one premise — that all men and women are created equal.” 

I believe that any human activity that promotes the inherent worth and dignity of every person lives out deep spiritual and religious values and contributes to the common good. 

The Rev. Rhett D. Baird is the minister at High Street Unitarian Universalist Church.
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